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INTERPRETATION.
BY CHARLES JAMES.

I bw i leaf fall from s tree.
Another, and another three ;
And then a half a doses more,
And then a dosen, then a score,
And then at least a hundred core,
In a iwift shower did rain and poor.

The frost had tripped them, and the son
- Undid his fingers one by one ;

And, as from out his grasp they slip,
They downward glide with dire and dip
To the broad earth, and are receiTed
Like penitents returned and grieved.

I listened as they iook farewell
Of the tali bianchei ; not a Bound
Wu beard at parting. Where they fell
There was no sound, the solemn ground
Reedred their intermingling hues
BUent as it receives the dews.

I Ustaaed closer, and I heard
A gentle whisper, but mo word,
And then a murmur low and long.
And then an anthem, then a song
Burst oo my fancy. The refrain
Was mystical, and then 'twas plain.

- Obey Um law--- ell must obey ;
The frost must come away, away ;
But whither, let the winds decide.
Fate is our reinama-i- , and we ride
A reckless race wiU-o- a fear,
As tempests driTe and currents veer.

" Oh t Providence of Ooi," 1 cried,
Is this my lesson this the guide T

A forest by the frost defaced,
A whirlwind strewing leaves displaced.
Are all the sport of lot and chance T

Is life but a wild, whirling danoe J"

A cadence ran across the strain,
Interpreting and making plain
The mystic euphony. And then
The song went on, " Oh, living men,
Take heed of this ; a reckless fate
Is but lor the inanimate."

Twaa not the leaves that spoke at all ;
Twss sot their parting nor their fail,

Nor their wild death-dan- o'er the plain,
e-- Hot yet their fell destroyer's reign ;
. A mightier voice than all of these

Spoke through the winds, the leaves, the trees.

THE LOVE-LETTE-

They had been boarding together at
the farm, Jane Heth and Annie Conyers;
and all that autumn Mr. Craig had been
fishing and shooting in the vicinity, and
making the farm, which was renowned
for its good fare, his headquarters. And
Mr. Craig was a handsome and dashing
young widower, and Jane Heth had
made up her mind that to be Mrs. Craig
was her destiny.
'. Indeed it might have been, for perse-

verance can accomplish wonders, had
not Annie Conyers brought her trunks,
her crotcheting, her sketch-boo- k and her
blue parasol to the farm for the summer.

Annie was not prettier, nor younger,
nor. better dressed, nor more accom-

plished than Jane ; but a man loves one
woman and does not love another, and
who can explain why ?

Amongst those hills and on that lake
the colonel gave his heart to little Annie,
and she gave hers to him. .

But on the day that called him home,
1 1 - 1 11 . - J .1. i U T.

IHlali-n- g aimi ikcu warn. usb cuuiu uavo
been construed into an engagement ; but
he had asked her if he minht write
to her, and she had said " Yes," and Jane
had heard the request and permission.

Jane did not love Mr. Craig, but her
vanity was piqued, and she had greatly
desired the position which she would
have held as mistress of his handsome
house. " Her heart was very bitter as she

turned away, for he had not asked her
to write to him ; and, if their acquaint-
ance dropped, as it seemed about to do,
her hopes of clenching the nail when
they again met in the city the coming
winter, as they would be likely to do,
would be quite futile. As she stood
watching the stage drive away, she felt
that summer had been wasted, and that
there was nothing left to dp but to pack
up and return to the city at the end of

the week.
' Meanwhile Annie had run away to her

own room. She fancied she knew what
would be in the letter which he would
send her, and she felt what her answer
would be. She wanted to be alone and
think it over; and until tea-tim- e she hid
herself from Jane, and from hospitable
Mrs. Wilton herself. When, however,
she came down to tea, she looked so
bright and happy, that Jane felt like
wreaking vengeance upon her.

Three days had passed since the
colonel's departure, and one evening
Jane stood leaning over the gate, when
a wagon drove up the road and stopped
beside it a moment. From beneath its
covers peeped the white head of an old
fanner.

" Good-eve- miss," said he. " I've
been to the post-offic- e, and they said
there wu letters for Wilton's folks, and
I fetched iem'over. Ain't got my glasses
with me, so I don't know wh they are
writ to; but you can see. All well!
Thatf Bright. Good-evenin'.-"

And away he drove, leaving Jane with
two letters in her hand, one for herself
and one for Annie Conyers. r

- Her own was from her mother. She
knev the writing ; the other well she
knew the hand that directed that, also.

It was from Mr. Craig.
" And am I to give it to her ?" mut-

tered Jane, between her teeth" I !"
And then, with an impulse which

teemed to her unconquerable, she hur-
ried away towards a wood, hiding both
letters in her pocket

At least she wonld delay her rival's
happiness; she would not carry it to her
at once.

Then alone in the green shadow she
toot the letter from her pocket, and
looked long and curiously at the super-
scription.

Yes, it was from Craig, and what had
he said T Perhaps, after all, he was not in
eaxiwaw ixmia sne dui read what he
had written, she would know.

She took a pin from her dress, and
drew it along the edtre of the envelope,
It opened a little spa-.- e, but the rest
clung as closely as before. Impatient
at this, she forgot all prudence, and drew
the pin across the paper with a sudden
push. It cut its way through, and now
the mischief was done. Jane's heart beat
hard and fast with terror, but she had
gone too far to stop.

" I shall know the truth," she said.
'and letters are always being lost in
these country postoffices I'll read it,
since I've torn it." Then she pulled
away the euvelope, spread the sheet of
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paper on her knee, and read the follow-

ing words:
" Dear Miss Conyers : It seems odd that

a man of thirty should be afraid to stand
face to face with a girl of twenty, and tell
her that he loved her; but I could not sum'
mon courage to do so, nor to ask the ques-

tion that follows inch a confession. So, far
from you, I commit my hepea to this paper,

and having in plain words said I love yon,
ask you-i- plainer words still do you love
me enough to be my wife ? If you do, write
to me at once, I pray, and make me the
happiest man on earth by telling me so. If
you do not, then pain neither 01 us oy a re-

fusal; simply leave my letter unanswered.

I can bear it better so. But I shall pray for
the letter, for I love you better than my
life. CRaia."

Jane drew a deep breath. "So it has
cone as far as this," she said. " What
fools men are! She will be glad enough
to aay ' yes,' but if I should destroy this
bit of paper, he would never mow it ;

and then well, then he would do his
best to fill her place. Men's hearts never
break, and there is no one whom I know
suits me better. That old man who gave
the letters never read the address. There
can be no inquiries made. It would be
safe to destroy it, dangerous not to do so

now, even if I wanted Annie to read it"
Then Jane tore the letter in two,

thrust it into its envelope, and looked
about her. It would be dangerous to

tear it to bits in the wood. Its white

fragments might attract some eye among
the greenness of the grass. But hard by

a pretty stream babbled away over stones
and pebbles. Once thrown into the
water, that was the end of it.

Jane hurried to the water-sid- e, and
looking over her shoulder, as one might
who expected to see a ghost, tossed the
little package in. It fell with the closed

side downward, and distended by the
torn note, which was roughly thrust into
it. ' The surface was hard and highly
finished, and shaped so as to resist the
water. A little breeze that had just
sprung up favored it, and away it floated
like a little boat, deftly clearing the
shore and tacking and turning as it
passed the dark, half-hidde-n breasts of
the little rocks over which the water
played.

"Good-bey,- " said Jane, laughing, as
she watched it "I have set a vessel,
freighted with the hopes of Harry Craig,
afloat in fine style. I am afraid it will
make shipwreck, but all the better for
some one else. It's an ill wind that
blows to one any good." And, turning,
she tripped toward the house.

At this moment, farther along this
same stream where, in a little cove, lay
hidden a great tangle of water-lilie-

Annie Conyers sat in a rough little boat,
rowed by Mrs. Wilton's son Peter, a
shock-heade- d boy of twelve. Little
Fannie Wilton sat beside- - her, and the
two girls drew op the dank, dark green
stems of the great, beautiful white
flowers.

" If one could only carry them to the
city, said Annie ; " but they always die.
How greedy 1 am, I can never get enough.
But we'll leave the buds until they open

and there comes one down the stream
to us. Let's try to catch it Peter."

Peter, in obedience to the mandate,
rowed his boat into deeper water, and
Annie leaned over the aide with her
hand outstretched to catch what she fan
cied was a floating lily.

"Phawl" she cried, with a laugh, as

it came nearer, "it's nothing but paper!
But it seems to be dodging me 1 I'll catch
it, whatever it is!"

And with these wordsher white fingers
closed on an envelope, not yet soaked
through, and within which lay, torn and
crushed, paper still dry.

"Why, it has my name on the back I"

cried Annie. " I never destroy a letter
when I am away from home."

Then her face changed, and the chil
dren saw her pale and flushed as she
pieced the torn letter together and read
it through.

"Is any thing the matter, Miss Annie T"

asked Fanny.
"What should be?" said Peter.

"What a little goose you are, Fan."
"Nothing is the matter, children."

said Annie ; " only as the adage says,
' Truth is stranger than fiction !' " .

"Eh!" cried Peter.
"So odd for a letter of mine to float to

me on the river," said Annie.
" Ha, ha, ha ! Ain' t it ? ' roared Peter.
And it was stranger than Peter knew,

for it was Craig's love-lett- that Annie
had just read.

She was a wise little woman, and kept
the matter to herself, but Fanny did
not . .

" Wasn't it funny, ma f ' she cried.
" Hits Annie found one of her letters
floating down the stream, just like a
boat when we were getting water-lilies- ."

"O!" cried Mrs. Wilton, for at this
moment the teacup Jane had lifted to
her lips dropped from her hand and
dashed to pieces on the floor.

"How careless of me!" cried Jane.
" Hope you haven't spoilt your drees V

said Mrs. Wilton ; but as Jane lifted her
crimson face from the fragments of the
broken cup, she met Annie Conyer's
eyes.

Women sometimes talk to each other
with their eyes; two did then.

But Annie was generous in her
triumph. She never told Craig, and
she sent Miss Heth an invitation to her
wedding, which, Miss Heth, with many
regrets, declined.

It m a curious fact a7 the Toronto
Globe, that in the whole of Newfound
land there is not a single giist-mil- l of
any description. Little grain is ripened
in the country, though as fine oats and
barley can be grown there as in any part
of the world, and in the western region
wheat ripens welL The people have
been so accustomed to import every thing,
that it is difficult to get them out of the
old ruts. There can be no doubt that the
erection of grist-mil- ls would lead to a
wider growth of grain. A move in the
right direction has just been made in the
erection of a flour mill.

The Conspiracy, Its Strength and
Weakness.

[Washington Correspondence New York Sun.]

$our men in Washington are the bluff,
brass, brain, and backbone of the new
confederacy to destroy the Union : Mor
ton and cberman in the. senate, and
Chandler and Don Cameron in the Cab
inet If these four men were suddenly
to die, all danger to the public peace, all
danger to the Republic would be re-
moved. Hayes and Grant though im-

portant factors, occupy the same rela
tions to these lour confederates that
effect has to cause. Grant is but their
implement; Hayes their figurehead in
the present their instrument in the fu-

ture. But the main motor of these four
men is self st

Principles and policy, the public
and even the party are Dut means to this
sole end of self. And no one can truly
understand the present political situa-
tion who does not know the exact char-
acter, relations, and objects of these four
men.

Take Morton, for instance. His love of
power and prominence is inordinate, his
energy and persistency of purpose extra-
ordinary, his ambition high, his methods
low, his ability unquestioned, his con-
tempt for consistency or sincerity undis- -

gaised, his regard for anything like
or public conscience utterly

unknown. He has but one aim, and that
is power, positition. His State elected
Gov. Hendricks four years ago, gave a
Democratic majority of 17,000 two years
ago, and gave a majority .of 7,000 for Til-de- n

last November. His term expires in
two years. The very next Legislature
will have the choice of his successor. If
Mr. Tilden's inauguration can be pre-
vented, Mr. Morton thinks he can either
be or, failing in this, can get a
Cabinet office from Mr. Hayes. But the
power of Mr. Tilden's administration
would make Mr. Morton's an
absolute impossibility. When Mr. Mor-

ton, therefore, insists upon putting Hayes
into the Presidency, he simply fights for
himself, fights for

Take Sherman next. He, too, loves
power and position. His term, too, ex-
pires at the very next election. Mr.
Hayes carried Ohio by the akin of his
teeth, by a majority less than the num-
ber of Federal officeholders in Ohio.
The power of a Democratic Administra
tion, the popular changes absolutely
sure to follow the reform measures of
Mr. Tiiden. would secure Ohio to the
Democrats at the next election beyond
any question. Mr. Thurman has been
twice elected by Democratic Legislatures
and Mr. Sherman's last election was of
most doubtful legality, so closely divided
was the Legislature, so outrageously
partisan some of the practices resorted
to. The inauguration of Mr. Hayes gives
Mr. Sherman a chance of
Failing in this, he could eo into the
UabineL isut the inauguration ot JVlr.
Tiiden deprives him not only of all
hepe of this, but also of all prospect of
future public life. In fighting, there-
fore, for Mr. Haves, Mr. Sherman
simply fights for himself for self--
preservation.

Take Don Cameron. He is ambitious
and avaritious, rich and unscrupulous.
He it was who nominated Mr. Hayes at
Cincinnati, by his action as Chairman of
the Pennsylvania delegation. He is
Secretary of War, and has the absolute
pledge of Mr. Hayes that he shall be re-

appointed. He never was elected by
the people to any oihee, and probably
never will be. His State is Democratic
beyond a question the first day. when
frauds in the city of Philadelphia can
be prevented. A change of Administra
tion in Washington would very probably
produce this change, while it would drive
him from the Cabinet, banish him from
public life, perhaps, for ever. The inau-
guration of Mr. Hayes would confirm his
present power, and open a vista of new
worlds to conquer in the future. In
fighting for Hayes, therefore, Mr. Don
Cameron simply fights for himself for

Take Chandler. A millionaire, vet re
pudiated by his own State; a coarse,
vulgar, illiterate, unscrupu-
lous, and ungentlemanly demagogue,
jet a member of the Cabinet. He, too,
has great fondness for power and public
life. Bis services as Chairman of the
National Committee make it more than
probable that Mr. Hayes will retain him
in his Cabinet The inauguration of
Tiiden would, of course, prevent this,
and would practically banish Zach from
public life, for even if he could again
secure an election to the Senate, Mr.
Christiancy's term does not expire for
four years yet and Mr. Ferry's re-
election is now assured. So that in fight-
ing for Hayes's inauguration, Zach sim
ply ngbts lor himsell lor
tion.

On the other hand take Cont ling, or
Blaine, or Dawes, or Edmunds. Their
circumstances, their objects, motives,
character, interests, are all different

It is beyond question that Blaine
would have been nominated at Cincin-
nati in spite of everything, but for the
taint attached to bim by the investiga-
tions of his railroad transactions. This
he knows. He looks to-d- to the Presi
dency in lbsu. His seat in the Senate,
his power in Maine, his prestige in the
country, his hold upon the masses of his
party, his great ability and versatility,
his independence in point of wealth, are
all beyond question. What Henry Clay
was to the Whigs, Blaine is to the

Still, that taint remains, and
Blaine knows it But Blaine has also
intellect enough to know that he can not
be elected in "1880 if he now identifies
himself with a still greater fraud with a
tainted Presidency, a prostituted party,
a subverted Government He wishes to
redeem himself, wishes to wipe out his
taint and not add a greater one to it
He knows the forgetfulness and gen-
erosity, of the American people. He
knows that the past would be quickly
forgiven for the nresent He has, rightly,
too, the utmosf confidence in his own
ability to create a powerful impression
in favor of any policy he advocates. He
knows, too, that Hayes's administration
would be controlled by men who are all
his enemies the Cameron, Grant Sher-
man, and Morton. Why should he not
ally himself with the right and just
cause?. Why not by an honorable, con-
servative, and constitutionnl course re-

gain prestige and popularity ? He knows
that Grant and the Cameroiis hate him,
knows that Sherman, Morton and their
confederates all hate him. Why should
he help them to put their tool into the
Presidency T Why miss a great oppor-
tunity and identity himself with a mon-
strous wrong which is against his own
interests ?

Take Conkline. He, too. looks to the
Presidency in 1880. He, too. knows that
no man identified with the scheme of
Morton and his confiuerates will or can
be elected. He, too, knows that Hayes
is a weak person, whose administration
will be controlled by bad men. More
than this: Conkling is a proud and
sensitive man. tie aoes not speak

to Blaine. He does not like Sher-
man and Morton. He hates Bristow.
Yet he knows that Bristow has Mr
Hayes's pledge to be put back into the
Treasury, a pledge given in consideration'
of the vote of the Kentucky delegation
in the Cincinnati Convention. Yet he
knows, too, that Mr. Hayes has given
promises to men who are bitterly hostile
to Mr. Conklingin hisown State Curtis,
and Morgan, and Evarts. Why should
Mr. Conkling assist the confederates
when their success would be at
his cost when to assist them he would
have to degrade and prostitute himself?
He will not do it Conkling is y

the strongest man in the Senate, and it
is universally conceded that in the
settlement of the present complications
he will have the greatest influence. The
interests ot Blaine and Conkling on one
side, and of Morton, Sherman, Cameron,
and Chandler on the other, are totally
different

A Blessing in Disguise.

It is scarcely possible to conceive of
anything severer in the way of criticism
upon carpet-ba- g rule in the South than
the brief dispatch concerning the re-
quest of the usurper Kellogg for the dis-
charge of a man charged with embez-
zling thirty thousand dollars of scheol-money-

It is to the reckless plunder-
ing of the school fund by the Republi
can officials in Louisiana that the Kel-
logg party is indebted for the change in
the colored vote to the Democratic
party ; and the conduct of the pretended
Governor of that State in the case re-

ferred to shows, that the colored people
were entirely right in charging the plun-
dering upon the party instead of looking
only to the individuals.

There was a coolness about the pro-
ceeding which is positively marvelous.
The idea of the State Executive interfer-
ing in the prosecutien of a criminal, and
using the weight of his official position
to induce a prosecuting officer to aban-
don a suit is a novel one; and the
novelty is not lessened by the easy
assumption that it is a sufficient ground
for discontinuing a prosecution that the
Governor of a State is satisfied that the
charge is measurably groundless. " Mea-
surably" groundless is good, even for
Kellogg, who may justly be considered
as only " measurably " Governor.

Another noteworthy phase of the mat-
ter is the willingness of the alleged crim-
inal to owe his release to Kellog's inter-
cession, instead of demanding like an
honest man would in respect to "measur-
ably " groundless charges a speedy trial
and acquittal. It must be a very queer
state of society wheie a State Senator,
indicted for stealing school funds, dares
not lace a jury of his peers, and prefers
to owe his release to partisan and official
influence. Yet it is precisely such men as
this that the Republicans expeot the col-
ored voter of the South to vote for blindly
and unhesitatingly, and when he refuses
the party declares that he has been " in-
timidated." And it is upon the votes of
such men that Kellogg relies for the in-
dorsement of his Senatorial aspirations.
Verily, carpet-ba- g government is a bless-
ing if at all in the most impenetrable
disguise.

Cincinnati Enquirer: Last year's
school money in the disputed parishes
in Louisiana was stolen by the
Radical Commissioners, and yet
the negroes there, who were
thus deprived of the means for the
education of their children, had, in the
estimation of the Chandlers, no cause for
voting against the party whose officials
perpetrated the steal "The report of the
House Committee will show that this
fact caused thousands of negroes to vote
the Democratic ticket at the late election
and the high taxes, amounting in some
parishes to six or seven per cent
on a full assessment induced thou-
sands of other colored voters to do
the same thing. It will, we believe, ap-
pear that, with a fair registration and
vote, Louisiana is Democratic by 25,000,
as is Florida by 5,000. This, we know,
is the opinion of the fairest Republicans
in those . States. Many of the negroes
have become owners of property, and
all such at once join the Democratic
party as the best means of keeping
the rascally Radicals from confiscating
it by taxation. As matters are work
ing now under white rule in the other
Southern States so will they be in
the three disputed ones after awhile,
and the better class of negroes in
the latter will furnish efficient means in
bringing about the change. Property
seeks to protect itself in all cases,
whether held by black hands or white,
and that even Federal interference can
much longer pauperize the unrelieved
carpet-ba- g States we do not believe, for
the line ot exhaustion is so nearly ap
proached that the margin of stealing is
getting to be too small to bear the ex-
pense, and that of revolution or rebel-
lion can not be far off. ,

A SOUTHERN newspaper relates the
experience, rather briefly, of a colored
citizen of one of the Carolinas who, as
early as 1870, became a Democrat and
who has since voted that ticket regularly
at every election. When he first dared
to vote it for Mayor of a village town,
he was ostracised, proscribed, turned out
of church, and had numerous threats of
bull-dozi- and assassination to come to
his ears. Not a colored man for miles
around would associate with or hardly
speak to him. He at the time occupied
a position as carriage-drive- r in the
family where his wile was a cook.
The wealthy Democrats sympathized
with him, built him a house, furnished
it, and his better-hal- f, who had
the eood sense and true womanliness to
stand by him, opened a bakery, the white
people assisting her, and had the
patronage of the best people in town.
When asked why he voted the Demo
cratic ticket as early as 1870, the colored
citizen replied that he thought everv
man should labor fur the best interests of
himself and family, and when doing so
they were laboring for the best interests
of the State. There were not
offices enough to be had for
all the colored men and their
white Radical brethren, and as th
Democrats owned the land and paid
the taxes and gave employment to the
poor he could hardly imagine how it was
that sensible colored men could cling so
tenaciously to the Republican partv.
The colored Democrat we have referred
to instead of iniiieline in politics chose
this better part and, by honest indus
try, nas accumulated a snug fortune
within a few years. He had also lived
to see hosts of other voters of dark-hue-d

visage walk regularly to the polls and
vote as he voted, for the best interests of
their country and their race.

Curban was once asked by a Judge on
the bench, " Do you see anything ridic-
ulous in this wig?" " Nothing but the
head," was the reply.

ANNUAL MESSAGEOFGOV. R. B. HAYES,
OF OHIO,

To the Sixty-Secon- d General Assembly,
at the Session Commencing

January 2, 1877.

To (As General Auembly :
' The reports of the officers in charge of the
state Government and institutions snow
that the general condition of State affairs,
which it is your duty to consider, is very
gratifying. The demand for extensive
changes of laws, which is often a temptation
to excessive legislation, is at the present
time less urgent than usual, and you may, I
trust, therefore be congratulated on the
orospect of a short and harmonious session.

FINANCE.

The following is a brief summary of the
present financial condition of the State :

On the 15th day of November, 1875, the
public debt of the State waa 17,949,920 12

The redemptions during the year were:
Loan of 1875 1,465,414 82

Outstanding November 15, 1876 (6 484,505 80
OI the amount outstanding on the 15th

of November last, the sum of $11,865
had ceased to draw interest, the
holders thereof having been notified
to surrender their stock for redemp-
tion ; so that the 'interest-bearin- g

funded debt of the State is 8,472,640 80
A reduction during the pest year of 1,473,114 82

The funded debt is divided as follows:
Foreign debt, payable in New

York City .6,482,840 80
Domestic debt, payable in Columbu- s- 1,665 00

Total 16,484.505 80

The local indebtedness of the Statebisjas
follows:

Sept. 1. 1875 Sept 1, 1876.
Debts o! counties. $3,044,578 90 ,82,334,099 43
Debts of townships,

incurred ,
by Boards of Educa-
tion other than lor sep-
arate school districts- .- 222.971 13 226,724 83

Debta of cities, first and
second class. 20,250,722 11 80,510,508 68

Debts of incorporated
villsges 931,862 64 1,074,069 05

Debts of school districts
(special) 1,507,953 48 1,31481 57

Totals 825,957,588 21 $36,059,978 56

The amount of reimbursable debt there
fore is :

State- -. . $6,484,505 80

Local 86,059,978 56

Total ..$42,544,483 96
Irredeemable debt, consisting of school,

college, and other trust lunas-- ., 4,207,716 90

Aggregate public debts In Ohio
(State, local, and trust funds).! 46,752,200 76

The local indebtedness in this statement is
reckoned to September 1, 1876, and the State
debt to November IS, 1876.

The balance in the State Treasury on
the 15th of November, 1875, waa $1,429,778 52

Tbe receipts from all sources for the
nscat year ending novemoer 10, toio, --

were... 5.159,667 86

Total amount of funds in Treasury
for tbe vear $6,589,448 48

The disbursements for all purposes
during tne year nave ceeu............w. o,wo,on

Balance in the Treasury November
15, 1876-..- ... ... $585,829 M

The Auditor of State estimates the receipts
of the current year from all sources, includ-
ing balance on hand November 15, 1876, as
follows:
Revenue Fund........-- .. arcs, 644 05
Asylum Fntsd 1,882,940 88
Sinking Fund. 1.071.622 83

ccnooi X'im- a- 1,607,442 80

Total estimated receipts ..$5,388,650 04

The disbursements at
From Revenue Fund... ... ... $686,289 97
From Ayslum Fund 2,120,267 69
From Sinking Fund- -. ....... .. 1,071,487 18
From School l and . . 1,538,676 00

Total , $5,416,720 84

Ynnr attention is especially directed to the
observations of the Auditor of State, in his
report for 1876, under the head of "Esti
mated Disbursements."

I desire to concur in the recommendation
of the Auditor that the Asylum Fund be
consolidated with tne uenerai revenue
Fund. It will tend to simplify accounts
and to facilitate the transaction of public
business, without impairing the sateguard of
the Treasury or the data upon which sta-
tistical and other estimates can be based.

The taxes levied in 1875, collectible in
1876, were. .

8tate taxes... .$4,948,995 19
County and local , Sf,uu3,s6 i
Delinquencies and forfeitures --. 940,211 OO

Total.. 128.893.182 87

The taxes levied in 1876, collectible in
1877, are- -,

State taxes. $4,626,620 54
County and lofal Z3,tttM,i ue
Delinquencies and forfeitures 1,443,929 80

Total.. -.- .$29,965,185 82

The taxable valuations in Ohio, as shown
by the grand duplicate of 1876, are :

Real estate in cities, towns, and vil
lages .-.- - oi,ow,u?o uu

Beat estate not in cities, towns, or
Tillages - . 704,940,269 00

Personal property....-- . 620,681,699 00

Total $1,697,469,966 00
Which is a decrease from the grand

duplicate of 1875 of 1,106,896 00

This decrease arises as follows:
On personal property $14,979,219 00
Increase in the value of

real OBtate in cities,
towns and villages. $5,816,877 00

Increase in tbe value of
real estate not in cities,
towns or villages- -. 8,056,916 00

Total increas- e- 18,873,823 00

Net decrease, as above. --41,105,896 00

From the foregoing statement it appears
that the State debt has been reduced during
the past year almost one and a half million
of dollars, and that the indebtedness of
counties, townships, and school districts
has been reduced over three hundred thou-
sand, dollars. But cities of the first and
second class and incorporated villages have
increased their indebtedness more than ten
millions of dollars Bince the close of the
fiscal year 1875.

LOCAL INDEBTEDNESS AND TAXATION.

The attention of the Legislature has often
been called to the rapid increase of munici-
pal indebtedness and expeuditures, but it is
so important that I do not hesitate to repeat
what has heretofore been said. The whole
people of the State are deeply interested in
this subject The burdens borne by the cities
and towns must be shared, in part at least,
by all who transact business with them.
The town and the neighboring country have
a common interest and, in most respects,
must be regarded as one community. I sub-
mit that, to the subject of local indebted-
ness, the General Assembly should apply
the principles of the State Constitution on
the subject of State indebtedness.

Under the provisions of the eighth article
of the Constitution, the State debt, notwith-
standing the extraordinary expenditures of
the war, has been reduced from over twenty
millions, the amount due in 1851, until it is
now only about six millions. An important
part of the constitutional provisions which
have been so successful in State finances is
the section which requires the creation of a
sinking fund, and the annual payment of a
constantly increasing rum on the principal
of the Slate debt. Let a requirement an-

alogous to this be enacted in regard to ex-

isting local indebtedness; let a judicious
limitation of the rate of taxation which
local authorities may levy be strictly adhered
to, and allow no further indebtedness to be
authorised except in conformity with these
principles, and we may, I believe, confidently
expect mat witnin a lew years tne ouruens
of debt now resting upon the cities and
towns of the State will disappear, and that
other wholesome and mnch needed reforms
in the whole administration of our municipal
government will of necessity follow the
adoption of what may be called the cash
system in local affairs.

Under any limitations and . safeguards
which the Legislature may adopt, a very
large discretion must necessarily be com-
mitted to the local authorities. The witdom

of its exercise will depend mainly on the
citizens themselves. In order to secure an
honest economical, and efficient adminis-
tration of a city government, the best citi-
zens of all parties must unite and act to-

gether. In the administration of our State
ani National Government we have political
parties, and it is probably beat that it should
be so. But there is no more reason for the
antagonism of political parties in a munici-
pal government than in a bank or railroad
company. Municipal governments are or-

ganizations designed chiefly for the better
protection of property and person, and the
better management of schools and charities.
In the administration of such governments
all honest industrious citizens have iden-
tical interests. The of a
moderate proportion of the best citizens in
nycity in Ohio, with the determination ex-

pressed by them that good men, from all
political parties, or no political party, shall
administer its affairs, and that unfit men, of
any party, shall not hold its offices, would
soon secure a good municipal government.
Such a government calls for the best work
of the best men, and neither party alone
can furnish it. The improvement of our
municipal government, generally, would
constitute one of the best possible guaran-
tees of an efficient civil service upon a large
scale.

MASSILLON RIOTS.

In the month of April last information
was received from the Sheriffs of Stark and
Wayne, and from some other sources, that
in some of the mining districts of those
counties bands of rioters were by force and
intimidation preventing laborers from work-
ing where they had been hired and were de-

sirous to labor, and that their employers bad
been expelled by violence from their prop-
erty.

The Adjutant-Gener- and the Attorney-Gener-

of the State immediately repaired
to the scene of the alleged riots, and after
investigation reported that the representa-
tions of the Sheriffs of those counties were
fully sustained by the facts, and that the
local authorities were unable to afford pro-
tection to the citizens and to preserve the
peace.

The Adjutant-Gener- was directed to call
to the aid of the local authorities of said
counties a military force sufficient to protect
citizens and to enforce the laws.

With the assistance thus afforded the
civil authorities were enabled to arrest
many of the offenders and prevent further
injnry to person and property. Immedi-
ately after learning that the local authorities
were again able to maintain law and order
without assistance from the State, the mili-
tary companies which had been called into
the service of the State were withdrawn and
returned to their homes.

The Adjutant General's report contains a
full and detailed account of these transac
tions, accompanied by copies of ' all papers
relating thereto, and a statement of the ex-

penses incurred. It is gratifying that in this
affair, which at one time threatened to be
very serious, the supremacy of the law was
upheld without loss of life. Adjutant
General Wikoff, Attorney-Gener- Little,
and the officers and men of the military
companies which were called out deserved
and nave received the marked approbation
of the people of the State.
STATE BOARD of centennial managers.

The Board of Centennial Managers have
completed the work intrusted to them, and
it is a sat ist action to Know tnat tne part
taken by the people of Ohio in the National
Exhibition at Philadelphia was highly
creditable to the State.

The appropriations made by the General
Assembly have been carefully and economi-
cally expended, and when the affairs of the
Board are closed up a balance of several
thousand dollars will be left unexpended.

The entire number of Ohio exhibits was
one thousand, of which two hundred and
fifty received awards; a proportion larger
than was obtained by any other State for
the same class of articles. The jury on col-

lective State exhibits (individual exhibits
not coming within the line of their duties)
recommended in their reportawards to Ohio
asfollows:

1. For a State banding on tne uentenmai
grounds, of excellent design and workman-
ship, constructed with materials exclusively
from Ohio, and by workmen from that State,
and containing contributions of building-ston- e

from nearly every quarry in the state,
with glass made from Ohio sand-ston-

2. For a large collection, by the State
Arcbsoloeical Society, of mound builders'
remains, and other antiquities relating to

man.
3. For a large collection of the vast min-

eral resources of the State with their pri-
mary derivations, and especially from the
Hanging Bock iron region, the Tuscarawas,
Mahoning, Hocking Valley, and Perry
County coal and iron regions, also in-

cluding excellent specimens of Bait and
bromine.

4. For a complete exhibition of the woods
of the State.

5. For an extensive exhibition of the cere
als of the State. - f

6. For a comDlete diBnlav of many vane--

ties of fruits from twenty-fou- r different
counties.

7. For an exeeedinelv interesting exhibi
tion of the educational system of the State,
embracing all departments of education.

8. For a large, elaborate, and exceedingly
valuable geological map of Ohio, with many
excellent features deserving special com-
mendation.

BOARD OF STATE CHARITIES.
The Board of State Charities, which wag

by the General Assembly at
its last session, is rendering important ser-
vice. This Board has no authority what-
ever, excepting only that it is its duty to ex-

amine thoroughly into the condition and
management of all public institutions, penal
or charitable, that are established by law
and administered by officers or agents of the
State, or of any city or county thereof. It
is also the duty of this Board, annually, to
report to the General Assembly such facts
and suggestions as are deemed important in
relation to the interests committed to its
care.

More than thirty thousand persons, poor
and Buffering men, women and children,
come nnder the supervision of this Board.
It is believed that the publicity thus given to
the management of these institutions is ade-
quate to the correction of all abuses. The
members of the Board serve without compen-
sation, and its expenses are small, having
been for the past year, including the salary
of the Secretary, less than two thousand
dollars. I commend the report and work of
the Board to your favorable codsideration.

As a member of the Board of State Chari-
ties I have visited with my colleagues during
the year the following State institutions, t:

The Soldiers' and Sailors' Orphans'
Home, at Xenia; the hospitals for the in-

sane, at Cleveland, Dayton, and Athens, and
the Lengview Asylum ; the institutions for
the education of the blind, deaf and dumb,
and imbecile, at Columbus; the Reform
School for Boys, at Lancaster; the Beform
School for Girls, at Delaware, and the Ohio
Penitentiary. These institutions were found
to be in a satisfactory condition. Experience
has shown that the appointmentof good men
of different political parties on each of the
Boards of Trustees of these institutions is
conducive to their best interests. They are
all entitled to the confidence of the people
of the State and to the continued liberality
of the General Assembly.

The work upon the Columbus Hospital for
the Insane has progressed satisfactorily dur-
ing the past season. In the opinion of the
Trustees, if the necessary appropriations be
made promptly, a large part of the edifice
will be ready lor occupancy by the first of
April next.
PENITENTIARY AND INTERMEDIATE PRISONS.

The Ohio Penitentiary is altogether in-
adequate to the necessities of the State.
there being at tbis time imprisoned therein
about fifteen hundred prisoners, while the
Penitentiary has suitable accommodations
for not more than one thousand. Interme-
diate prisons, or work-hous- should be
provided without delay for the confinement
of the younger class of prisoners, and those
especially wno are puumueu ior a iinib ui
feuse, and whose reformation may be rea
sonably hoped for. As work-house- they
should also be adapted to the imprisonment
of d vagrants, who live habitually
by beggary, and are becoming a dangerous
element, not only in the cities but also in
the agricultural districts of the State. The
courts should have authority to protect the
public from tbis class of offenders, by

I ing them to a place where they can and will
be compelled to earn their living.

It will be seen by the report of the Secre-
tary of the Board of 8tate Charities that
several ot tbe jails in the state have been
condemned by grand juries as unfit for use.
lne fctats is bound to take reasonable care
of the health of prisoners, and especially of
persons detained cn suspicion of crime. I
recommend a provision of law that when-
ever a jail has been or shall be condemned
by a grand jury, it shall be the duty of the
Sheriff of tbe county to take all prisoners
coming into bis custody lor confinement in
jail to such neighboring jail as he shall
deem suitable and safe, and shall have suf-
ficient accommodations for the purpose, and
that the fair and reasonable expense of the
support of such nrisoners shall be paid by
the county so sending to the county so re
ceiving the same.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.
The field of work of the Geological Survey

proper is now entirely done, and half the
final report two volumes, each in two
parts in wnicn tne results are to De per
manently recorded, have been already pub-
lished, while the first part of the third vol-
ume is now going through the press, and
the second part in process of preparation,

The two remaining vloumes one on
Economic Geolgy, and the other on Zology
and Botany are nearly completed, and the
whole series will be ready lor publication
before the close of 1877.

The general geological map of the State,
the preparation of which formed part of the
duty specifically assigned to the Ge 'logical
Corps, is also nearly completed, an will be
presented for publication at the same time
with the volumes of the final report already
apecinea.

Id the plan originally proposed by Pro-
fessor Newberry, the Chief Geologist and
adopted by the Geological Board, the final
report was to consistof six octavo volumes,
two on Geology, two on Palaeontology, one
on Economic Geology, and one on Zoology
and Botany. ,

It waa at first supposed that ail the really
important results of the auYvey could be
embodied in such a report, but it has been
found impossible to include within these
limits satisfactory reports on all of the
eighty-eig- counties of the State. It there-
fore became necessary to prepare a third
volume on geology, and another on
paleontology, or to leave unpublished a
large part of the most valuable materials
wotcn bad been gathered, iue publication to
of these volumes will give a symmetry and
completeness to the report which both the
interests of the people and the credit of the
State demand.

It has also been thought advisable to add of
to the general geological map of the State an
detailed maps of the most important mining
districts, made on so large a scale as to per-
mit ail mines, mining properties, furnaces
and rolling-mill- s to be clearly represented.
These maps will form six sheets, three of a
which are finished ; the other three are now
in course of preparation. In

in tbe appropriation asked lor and
granted two years since for the competition
of the report and map, no estimates were
made from this additional work, and to pro-
vide for its accomplishment during the
coming year a further appropriation of
$25,000 will be required. Should this sum
De granted Dy tne uenerai Assembly, tbe
entire report and all the maDS specified will
be finished and ready for publication before
the close of 1877.

STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.
My attention has been called, by the

Executive Committee of the State Board of
Agriculture, to the embarrassed financial
condition of the Board by reason of loss
sustained by the failure of the Richland
County Bank, and by the unfavorable
weather during the week of the last State
Fair. The Board has been unable to pay
the premiums awarded, and its ability to do
the important work for which it was estab-
lished is seriously impaired. The aid of the
Legislature will be invoked, and it is hoped
that such relief will be afforded as, after in-

vestigation, may be required by the im
interests involved.

REPORT INSPECTOR OF MINES.
I respectfully recommend to your attention

the snggestious of the Inspector of Mines on
the subject of establishing a department in
the Agricultural College for instruction in
mining engineering, and as to the amend-
ments required to increase the efficiency of
the laws relating to his office.

REGISTRY LAW.
In my message to the General Assembly

in the year 1868, 1 apoke of the prevention
of frauds upon the elective franchise aa the
most important subject then requiring
the attention of the General Assembly.
Tbis subject has lost none of its importance.
The extent of the evil in Ohio has probably
been somewhat overestimated, but the fact
that it exists at all tends to weaken public
confidence in the ballot-box- , and is a serious
evil. The Government must, in that event
pass into the hands of unscrupulous men.
I submit to vour iudgment the propriety of
such amendments to the election laws as
will provide for the registration, prior to
the election, of the lawful voters in each
ward or election precinct of all the citiea of
tne fltate.

OCTOBER ELECTION.
In order to save unnecessary expense, and

for the greater convenience of voters, 1
would also recommend the propriety of sub-
mitting to the people an amendment of the
State Constitution, providing for holding
the State elections, in the years in which the
Presidential election occurs, on the day of
the Presidential election.

In conclusion, I desire to assure you that
in all your endeavors to foster and protect
the interests and rights of the people of
Ohio you may rely on my earnest co-

operation, and that my sincerest wishes will
be accomplished if, under tne Divine Provi
dence, legislation will be directed to

R. B.
COLUMBUS, January2, 1877.

OHIO LEGISLATURE.

The Legislature met in adjourned session,
at Columbus, January 2. Tne Senate met at
three o'clock, twenty-si- members present.
Tbe death of Senator Dechant, of Butler
District, was announced, and V. H. Stokes
appeared and took the oath of office as his
successor. A joint resolution was auopted
providing for the meeting of the two Houses
on Friday, to count the votes cast at the
October election. Messrs. Stanton and
Haines, of Preble, were appointed a commit
tee on the part ot tne senate to notiiy tne
Governor of the meeting of the two Houses.
Mr. Owens was appointed on the Judiciary
Committee, and. Mr. Haines, of Carroll, on
the Committee on Finance. Mr. Stokes was
appointed on the- - Committees on Federal
Kelations, Kelorm scnoois, state fundings,
and Universities and Colleges. The Senate
adjourned until Thursday The House
met at three o'clock, with seventy-fou- r mem-
bers in attendance. Two vacancies were
announced, occasioned by the death of E.
C. Thompson, of Lucat County, and Alex.
Phillips, of Hancock County, since the ad-

journment last April. James C. Messer,
electedjn place of Mr. Thompson, and Henry
Sheets, elected in place of Mr. Phillips, ap-

peared and took the oath of office as s.

Meters. W. P.Wiltsee, Converse,
and Messer were appointed a joint com-
mittee on the part of the House to wait on
the Governor and inform him of the reas-
sembling of the two houses. On motion of
Mr. Huberick, of Lucas, services com-
memorative of the death of Messrs. Thomp-
son and Phillips, were set for Wednesday
January 10, at three o'clock. Messrs. Neal,
Huberick, ami Converse were ap-

pointed a committee to draft resolutions
relative to the death of Mr. Thompson, and
Messrs. Hitchcock, Light, and Fen ton a like
committee in relation to the death of Mr.
Philips. The Governor's message was re-

ceived, read, and referred to appropriate
committees. Mr. Perkins was appointed to
fill the vacancy on the Finance Committee
created by the death of Mr. Thompson. The
Senate joint resolution providing tor a joint
convention on Friday, to witness the count
of votes for State officers, was taken up.
Mr. Converse moved to so amend the resolu-
tion as to provide that the vote shall be
counted, instead of witnessing tbe count.
The resolution was laid on the table by a
party vote. Several bills were introduced
and the House adjourned.

The Senate. January 3. was not in session,
In the House, several new bills were

introduced, Mr. Brunner offered a resolu
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tion to investigate the Ashtabula railroad1
disaster, which waa laid on the table to dis-
cuss. A communication was presented
from the Codifying Commission, giving a
l.t.m.nl tf fliotv wnvV nl,!.!, waa aba'sba.!B.bu.uuv w. .US.. nUln IT OO V1UUCU

printed. Mr. Blake offered a resolution in-
structing the Committee on Fees and Sala-
ries to inquire and report whether any
legislation la necessary to enable county
officers to draw their salaries. The
Speaker explained his ruling of yester-
day, that tbe resolution for a joint eon
vention of the two houses, to count the
vote of the last election had not
passed, and went into the law on the subject
at some length. George Convene offered
an amendment to the resolution, substanti-
ally the same as offered yesterday, and, in a
speech, read from the journal of the House
two years ago, where the resolution saya
"count the vote." His amendment waa
rejected by a vote of 31 to 36. Mr. Entrekin
then moved an amendment, providing that

the convention shall attend to such other
business as may devolve upon it in pursuance
of law," which was agreed to. The joint
resolution then passed, and the House
adjourned until at ten a. m.

In the Senate, January 4, the report of
the Codifying Commission was received and
.l.Mrl n.ln.aJ Tk. . .
made by Lieutenant Governor Young that
Carl A. Maxwell, of Lebanon, had been
appointed a page of the Senate. Bills were
introduced : To give employees first claim
on property of corporations for wages due
them, and to compel corporations to pay
their employees on or before the 25th of
each month, all wages due them up to the
first of said month. In case of a failure to
do this, 10 per cent, is to be added to the
amount of wages due ; to authorize married
women to make contracts separately or
jointly with their husbands. The House
tnlnt Paanlnftnn ..!.;.. 1a It,. !. .f ,U.

Lewistown Reservoir lands was adopted.
......In the House, a joint resolution request-
ing the State Auditor to defer the sale of
lands adjoining the Lewistown Reservoir,
was adopted. Mr. Converse's House bill,
increasing the salary of Judges of the
Franklin Common Pleas from $2,500
ft 1 QAA traa naBsorl 1 Inn. A m

cussion arose oyer the adoption of
Mr. Brunner's resolutions relative to the
investigation of the Ashtabula railroad
disaster. Motions to allow the Committee

Railroads and the railroad commissioner
make this investigation, were voted down,

the House evidently preferring a special
committee should do this work. Mr. Con-
verse spoke earnestly in favor of the inves-
tigation, saying he understood the Coroner

Ashtabula County, who was now making
investigation of this horror, was an em-- "

ployer of the railroad company, and hence
felt he was not the best person to make
such an investigation. The Railroad
Company was charged with using

bridge which was imperfect at its
construction, and had never been remedied.

view of this an investigation should be
made. A communication and memorial waa
received from the National Board of Trade
relative to the interference of trades unions
with apprenticeships. The Board recom-
mend that schools be established in each
State for the instruction of children in
mechanics arts, to enable manufacturers in
tbia country to compete with those of other
countries. Referred to Committee on
Manufactures and Commerce.

In the Senate, January 5, Mr. Stanton in
troduced a bill to repeal that section ot the
law which requires tbe publication of a
certain class of legal advertisement in pa
pers 01 opposite political parties in each
county. Mr. Lewis offered a lesnlurion...
which was adopted, calling on the Railroad
Commissioner for information as to when '
he had the Ashtabula railroad bridge
inspected and what its condition was
at that time...In the. House. Mr. .
Wiltsee'B bill to the office of
Comptroller of the Treasury, and to allow
the Governor to fill the office bv appoint
ment for three years, was reported back by
the Judicial Committee, with a recom-
mendation that it be amended so aa to pro-
vide for the appointment of a Comptroller
for one year, and for the election by the
people next fall. Mr. Richards, Republican,
moved to lay the bill on the table, which .

waa agreed to by a party vote Republicans
in the affirmative and Democrats in the
negative. Bills were introduced, to attach
penalties for a violation of the law pre-
scribing weights and measures; to prevent
bribery at elections; prescribing an
oath to be taken by .per-
sons elected to office, that they have not
used money or liquors to secure their elec-- .

tions ; to repeal the law for the publication

opposite politics; to provide that United
States bonds held by banks incorporated
under Ohio laws shall be exempt from State
taxes. Mr. Brunner offered a lengthy resolu-tio- n

'on the political situation, which
wound np by declaring Tildes elected.
Laid on the table. Mr. Wiltsee's bill,
to authorize the payment of ' com-
pensation to members of the Hamilton
County Equiliaation Board, was
reported back, recommended by the Hamil-
ton delegation, and passed. The bill appro- - '

priatea not exceeding $200 for each member
the Board, except the County Auditor,

and $2,028 to pay the services of assistants.
The House and Senate went into joint

convention to witness counting of votes for
State officers. Tbe President of the Senate
announced the vote as follows: William
Bell, 311,220; Milton Barnes, 317,856; E. 8.
Chapman 4,863.

In the Senate, January 6, a resolution
was adopted for adjournment, next Friday,
until the following Tuesday, and on every
third Friday thereafter, until the following
Tuesday. A lengthy discussion arose aa to
whether the report of the Codifying Com-
mission should be adopted as pre-
sented, whether it should be re-

ferred to the Judiciary Committee,
or be considered in Committee of the
Whole. A resolution waa finally adopted
directing the Judiciary Committee to in'
quire what legislation is necessary relative
to this report. Mr. Wiltsee's bill to provide
for payment of the Hamilton County
Equalization Board, was passed. Adjourned
until Monday.........In the House,
tne eenaw joint resolution requesting
the State Commission of Railroads
to report the condition of the Ashtabula
railroad bridge when last inspected, was
adopted. The partial appropriation bill
was passed, and several bills were intro-
duced. The motion, by Mr. Converse, that
the House adjourn over Monday, to accom-
modate the 8th of January convention,
was defeated. Adjourned until Monday
morning. "

The New York; Tribune says of the
son of John Morrissey, who died the
other day, that he was a young man of
very quiet habits, a little inclined to re
serve, and filled with an ambition to
excel in literary, pursuits. He had all
the frank and manly qnauties of his
father Qualities which all who know.
Morrissey recognize and with a refine-
ment of manner and culture of mind
which the father did not possess. The
father lived largely in and for the boy;
he sought political honors only for the
boy's sake, and hoped in the future that
his son's friends would remember him
only as " Congressman Merriesey's son,"
or "Senator Morrissey's son." John
Morrissey has seldom been suspected of
such sentimental weakness as this, and
yet it is a fact that he sought to elevate
himself chiefly for his eon's sake.

The State Convention of the Young
Men's Christian Association of Ohio was
lately held at Painesville. The plan of
the Executive Committee to have a cor-

responding member in each county of
the State, was approved. It was deter-
mined also to have a State Secretary.
A special report was made upon Christian
work among railroad men, among whom
there are computed to be 800,000 in the
United States. The next invention

'will be held in Columbus. . ..


